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Readings by Randal Gardner
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A Reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes (3:1-11)

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter  under 
heaven: 
a time to be born, and a time to die; 
a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time for war, and a time for peace. 
What gain can workers have from their toil? I have seen the business 
that God has given to everyone to be busy with. He has made every-
thing suitable for its time.

A Reading from the Book of Tobit  (8:5b-8)

Tobias said to Sarah, “Sister, get up, and let us pray and implore our 
Lord that he grant us mercy and safety.” 

So she got up, and they began to pray and implore that they might 
be kept safe. Tobias began by saying, “Blessed are you, O God of our 
ancestors, and blessed is your name in all generations forever. Let the 
heavens and the whole creation bless you forever. 

You made Adam, and for him you made his wife Eve as a helper and 
support. From the two of them the human race has sprung. You said, 
It is not good that the man should be alone; let us make a helper 
for him like himself. I now am taking this kinswoman of mine, not 
because of lust, but with sincerity. Grant that she and I may find 
mercy and that we may grow old together. And they both said, Amen, 
Amen.”

A Reading from the Gospel According to John (5:24-26)

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal life, and does not come under 
judgment, but has passed from death to life. Very truly, I tell you, the 
hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and those who hear will live.”


